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LIFE-FoResMit (Recovery of degraded coniferous Forests for environmental sustainability Restoration and climate change Mitigation) project is aimed to demonstrate the efficacy of innovative forest

management options (selective thinning) for the recovery of degraded peri-urban pine forests in order to restore ecological stability and the potential for climate change mitigation.

LIFE FoResMit (LIFE14 CCM/IT/000905)

Aim of the study and research steps

The aim of the present study is to define participatory strategies for sustainable forest management (SFM) to be applied to the Monte Morello peri-urban forest (43° 51’ 43’’ N, 11° 14’ 49’’ E) in
Florence province (Tuscany region).

The four main steps of the research can be summarized as follows:

 Identification and analytical categorization of stakeholders to involve in the decision-making process (two brainstorming sessions between researchers of the project and local experts);

 N. 34 semi-structured interviews in which the stakeholders have identified the most important forest functions provided by Monte Morello peri-urban forests in past, present and future time
frame. The stakeholders assigned an order of importance to the forest functions provided by Monte Morello peri-urban forests in the three time frames considered (Table n. 1, 2 and 3);

 Data processing and interpretation of the results in order to understand stakeholders’ preferences and opinions towards forest functions provided by peri-urban forests;

 Definition of a participatory forest management strategy aimed to maintain and improve the forest functions considered as priorities by the stakeholders.

The first function in the past is "Soil and water
protection" (19% of respondents assigned to this
forest function first place, 14.5% second place)
followed by "Landscape conservation" and "Timber
production" (18% first place, 7% secondo place for
both).

Table 1 - First three functions carried out by the Monte Morello forest in order of importance in the past.

Today, the most important forest function is
"Landscape conservation" (26% first place, 18%
second place) followed the "Soil and water
protection" (22% first place, 13% secondo place). On
the other hand, all productive functions ("Timber
production", “Firewood production” and “Non-wood
forest production”) decreased their importance
compared to the past.

Table 2 - First three functions carried out by the Monte Morello forest in order of importance in the present.

Table 3 - First three functions carried out by the Monte Morello forest in order of importance in the future.

According to the stakeholders’ opinions, in the future
“Touristic-recreational function” will be the most
important forest function (31% first place, 10% second
place), followed by “Landscape conservation” (25% first
place, 17% second place) and “Environmental
conservation (17% first place, 19% second place).
The “Touristic-recreational function” can be increased in
the future through an integrated offer - between
environmental education and agricultural activities – to
proposed to high school and university students.

Conclusions 
In February-March 2019, the results of this
survey will be presented and discussed with
the stakeholders of Monte Morello peri-
urban forest in a workshop in order to
define a participatory forest management
strategies able to take into account all the
stakeholders’ points of views and opinions.

One interviewee said:

"The reforestation of Monte Morello started at the first of 19th

century in order to protect from soil erosion due to the deforestation

occurred until the 18th and 19th. The previous deforestation had

caused a loss of soil and water disorders”

(Int.2, 16/05/2018).

One interviewee said:

“(…) in order to preserve the landscape it should be necessary to

maintain forest roads, arable fields, stonewalls and ditches. It is

impossible to maintain the landscape if now the forest is inaccessible.

In the past, I arrived at the top of the mountain in jeep, while now I

can not even arrive with the tractor“.

(Int.31, 03/07/2018)

One interviewee said:

“(…) agricultural activity (olive growing) in Monte Morello should

be promoted at the same time educational farm and agri-tourism

activities preserving the traditional landscape. Otherwise, the

agricultural business is exploitation of the natural resources”.

(Int.23, 26/06/2018)
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